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OFFICIAL PAPER OF THE CITY OF ALMA, MICHIGAN

PARTY PLATFORMS

We hear much digcussion of party platforms, and many
people pin their faith to what is said in a platform. But after’
all the platform of any political party is important only as its
provisions are carried out, It is a perfectly s matter to pus
together a lot of loose promises in high sounding language, and
call them a platform, but it is quite another thing to carry out
those promises in the interests of good government. The thing
that actually counts is what the party accomplishes and not the
promises it makes, : : =

The platform of the Democratic party for 1912 declared for
all sorts of reforms and was espeaally strong on declaring for
the reduction of the high cost of living. The platform of 1916 |
repeated - those declarations. But when it came to the carrying |
out of these promises, that was a different matter. Not much |
of anything was done. |

To be specific, the Democratic platform just issued declares |
for a budget syvstem in very strong terms, but it did the same'
thing in 1912 and in 1916. For six years the Democratic party
had control of the Senate, the House, and had a Democratic pres-
ident, but continued the most expensive administration we have
ever had with no budget system and no check upon expenditures.
Finally a Republican Congress passed a law providing for a bud-|
get svstem and President Wilson, upon the advice of his southern |
friends and backers, held it until it was too late for Congress to |
act and then vetoed it, thus proving the entire insincerity of thI
promises for a budget system.

Never before in the history of our country has so much
money been spent recklessly as in the past seven vears., The ex-
pense of operating the government has been simply astounding,
and much of that monev has been borrowed and must be paid
back by the generationg yvet to come. 5

It is easy to put a lot of theories into a platform, but what |
we need is a few hardheaded business principles which are put
into actual operation. Study the party platforms and determine
for vourself how much iz sincere and business-like and how much
is camouflage ; how much is in earnest and how much is playving
to the grandstand to get the vote of this, that or the other fac-
tion.

If the government of the United States i=s to continue we
must return to the principles embodied in the Declaration of In-
dependence by our forefathers and quit the bluffing around for
the benefit of any special interests. We must get back to the
idea of Lincoln of “a government of the people, by the people. for
the people.” -

) IMPORTANT SCHOOL MEETING '

The annual school meeting will be held next Monday even-
ing, July 12th, and it is a matter of a good deal of importance
to the citizens of Alma. The people of Alma have just cause to
be proud of their school system which ranks high among the
schools of the state, The school is the one democratic institu-
tion in which we are mutually interested and to which we all
look for the production of well-developed American citizens with
high ideals, and right principles of living.

The boys and girls of today ave to be the men and women
of the next generation and it is of vast importance that thev
shall be given the right kind of training for the great tasks which
will be theirs in managing the affairs of our eountry in the
years to come. Ameries is going to continue great, or i going
to deteriorate according to the ideals which our children get in
their education of today. No country iz ever better than the
1deals of 1ts [lml[lln-_

The schools of Almu have been dommg very effective work.
but they have been very greatly overcrowded during the past few
years on account of the rapid growth of the city. hence it is of
great importance that more room be provided,
has very wisely selected certain sites as suitable for additional
school and playgrounds. They. with the Superintendent. have |
given this matter very caretul consideration and the proposition
of purchasing will be put up to the voters at the annual meeting
for their consideration,

No greater service can be done to the City of Alma than to |
provide ample school room and ample playground for the child-
ren. There iz no question but that the City of Alma iz bound to |
grow, and we never can make the necessary school provision mord
('hr.-np!:\' than now. Every time we do something to make school
:"unr_lgnnn.e hetter we do a real service to the country by aiding
the future men and women. - .

Thl" school belongs to all of us, provides equal opportunities |
for high and low, rich and poor. It iz a public institution, sup-
ported at public expense, and for that reason we should join to
make it the best possible, Read carefully the recommendations
of Th." board, give them vour careful thought and go to the|
meeting prepared to do what is best for the boys and girls of
Alma, whose education and success depends upon the vote of the
men and women of today.

The school board

The leading political parties have now formulated their plat-
forms and chosen their candidates for the next national election.
A few months still remain before that election will be held and
the people of the United States will thus be given a chance to ex ‘
press their preference as to party and candidates. Might it not |
b_e well in the meantime for each of us, as citizens having the
right to vote, to make a careful study, in so far as we are able,
of the principles for which each party and each candidate stand
and thus be in a position where we may vote intelligently when

the time comes, l

It is a fact that often the most worthy people are the most
unpretentious ones. Real worth does not have to blow a horn
and announce to the assembled mob that it is about to appear.
Though it may not always be recognized at first, time always
tells the story and in the long run true worth is recognized,

When yvou feel that the world is against vou and that vou
are carrying the heaviest load in the universe, just gtop for n|
while and consider the weight of the burden which your neighbor
may be carrying with a smile, and then spend a little more time
counting vour blessings.

If your Americanism is not strong enough =0 that vou are
willing to make some personal sacrifice for vour country, there
is something wrong with you and vou better take an .inventory
of your qualifications for citizenship. :

If all the “bolts” talked about at the Republican National
convention were pulled out at once by the “Nuts” who proposed
them, it would take an ocean of glue to hold the party platform
together.

*  Buy a lot and build & home in Alma. It will incidentally help

the town, but the most important part of the transaction will be
to make you a property holder and give you a sense of proprietor-
ship.

One sure sign of good citizenghip is loyalty to one's home
town, one’s state and nation. Keep right yourself, and your er-
ample will be an inspiration to others to do the right thing.
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{Copy for This Department Supplied by National Headquarten: of the American Legion)

HANDLES WAR RISK CLAIMS
Head of Service DIJM of the Amer.
lcan Leglon Has Had Exten.
sive Experience,

Charles F. Sherldan, head of the
service division of the American
Logion at pution.
ml hendgunriers,

Indinnnpoils, is n
nitive of Oswigo,
New York, and
has had -'i.n-;h]
erable experionee
In the war
Insurance hiuresn
which
i
with
vat

risk

eonnhlos
1o hatdle
the  grent
dispateh  the
thonsands of war
risk elnlms thut
coustuntly pass through his offiee,

Following his gmdyation from Ame
herst college In 1012, Mr. Sheridan
was engnged o the practice of law
In Byrmeuse, New York, under the
firts name of Sherldun & Sherldan,
when he entered the service ns 8
private pnd served untll November
1018, when he was commissioned a
lieutenant,

He was transferred by the war de
purtment to the war risk sevtion, and
sppoloted u battalion sergeant major
of infantry, December 1917, Ha
sulled for France on Chrlstinas day
of that year and was appoioted regi.
mentul sergeant major infantry
Muy, 1918,

His ¢ntlre service overseas wis with
the war risk section. From chlef
clerk of the allotwent departiment, he
wis promoted to be ussistant  head,
and wax finally appointed  head
of the ullotment departiment

Hee

Clul  service

of

was appolnted chilel of the spe-
divialon of the bureau
of wuar risk Insurance Februnry
O, 18, and continned in that posi-
tion In Washington until Muy, 1919,
when be was appointed nationsl war
risk officer of the American Legion,
He was appointed assisiant antlonel
seerotary of the Leglon and then di-
of the serviee diyision

an

LABOR UNIONS FAVOR LEGION
Kern County, Cali_fom:. Laber Council
Recommends That All Members

Join World War Body.

While 8 number of Isolutel chses nf

loenl unlons taking actlon nguinst the |

Ameriean Leglong have been glven con
siderable publicity In the press, practl-
sithel with regard

hundrivgs of loemls throngh the

cilly oothing has been
to the
ronntry that have Indorsed the work of
ng th

A story along s Hine
the [nlon

Tournnl of Bakersttetd,

the Legion
Taubur

follonws =

vty earried In

ne

Thore has besn o disposition upon
t PRGN persones Wlio see o
L1 nf seeing n friendly splet
developed hotween argnniged hair il
the Americnn Leglon who hoy TR
gt of thelr way to tinke fepresonta-

tion= o the offect that tdnlon labor =
nritggoni=tle to the Leghn  This sort
of misrepresentation has hoen tndnlged
in 1 the #xtent
b Haseminnted 1o the ofMect
hor organizntions have ol
Amerieun Legion in resolytlons of
demnation, In no instnnee
known of any sach nttitmle upon the
part of u Inhor organization. nor dp we
credit pe truthful any report to that
effect. O the contrary orgnnized In-
tor recognlzes the fact thut the great
mnss of the membership of the Amer-
et Leglon aee working roen to whom a
grent debt s owed by the natlon
recognizes the further faet tha
intereats of the members of
are entleal with those of The rest of
Amertean working men

The nutionn] executive committas as

Iy tan

nripek thie

o

well as the stule exacntlve
of the Ameriean Legion hos rey
the attempts of fhose who have songht
to ke the Leglon an organizontion nne
tugonistie to labor, & thing which ¢ould
never he heecanse of the fact that from
the rihks of Iabor cume the grea! ma-
Jority of the young men wiho made
the army of democracy,

dintexl

Unlon Inbor hins not soughit o “lv‘k"l hunianity

nf the Legion n partlsan of anlonl=m
nor ean It take Kindiy to
those destgning ones wha tey Lo
enmity bhetwesn the
nnd orginized lahor
Twaring the present week o statement
hins gone from Bakersfield toon certnin
trietropalitan paper 1o the offect that
the Kern Connty Labor Connetl had in
n resobytion denouneed the Ameriond
Teglon, The report s & mnlicfous!y
groundless that it could have bheen In
pieed only by o desive to influenee the
Legion and lubor organizuilons  else
where inta an attirads of autnganism,
The Sacramento Fabor Coune!! hns
Pils woek piissed 0 ringing n
of Indorsement of the Aweriean Leghm
nnd the Kern County  Labor Couneil
hns taken oceaston W deny The canard
nlleging snmity h_\' «tling In mMheguaivo

PRt e

NI

|
ol terms jts fl"fl‘llllvﬁhlil for the Amer

ean Loglon Its membership and s
purposes. I o resolation of Indorse
meont

We wonder If the anthar of the libel
ons report that the Lahor Conelt hind
condemned the Ameriean Leglon Knows
what proportion of the men from this
eommunity who served In the miliinr
ant! noval Tofves WRS OF Bow nfs e
hers of organlzed lnhor.. IF he ol b
would cortalnly hnve pleked o

wns |

thint fulse reports hnve |
thut In-|

liive we |

It|
lff‘lWlunl and Justice to the coming|

L generntions, represented by the figure |

th
he l.v;!i-:s

“H otiained and shackled,

1
ip |

L e e |
the effarix of | o oot fNaure fiving

Arnerienn |_._:,,,.,f and] trumpeting to the world, the great

| trinmph In which

| posed on the staff of pence,

I nlwavs deevesd 1o the viMors

sy b side the

WITH THE
NATIONAL

munity in which the number of work-
tngmen who carry unlon cards aml an
honorable discharge from the army
wis net ®o uumerous as lu Keml
county. It would surprise bl to know
thut at least half of the men who went
into the service from Kern counly are
or have been members of a labor unlon,

The resolution follows:

“Whereas, The American Legion is
an organization composed of men and
wdmen who gnve thelr services to the!
government of the United States or
one of the allled powers durlung the
great wir; and

“Whereus, The American Legion ls
orgulzed for the purpose of promoting
the Interestz of those whoa gave thele
services to the conntey In that great
erisis ; nnd

“Whereas, The Interests of the great
mujority of the members of the Amer-
lean Leston are kuown to he Identical
with the alms and adpirations of or
gunlzed Iahor: therefore be It

‘Nesolved, By the Kern County La-
bor Conncll, In regular session assem-
bled, this 28rd day of December, 11019,
thit we Indorse the American Leglon
und recommend that all members of |
loeal unlons affbiated with this hmlyl
eligible for membership in the Allll‘ﬂ-[
can Leglon take thelr rightful places |
ns members of thut organizatioo ™

FRENCH PAY TENDER TRIBUTE,

S _“..- - R—
Present Elaborate Certificates to Next
Kin of American Boys Who Died
in the War,

The French certificates, 118400 of
which were distributed to the next kin |
of the Ameriean soldlers, sallors and |
marines who died in the war, are heag-
titully engraved dipiomas typlcal of
the nrtistie noture of the Freneh peo-
ple.  The ecertificates wers distributed
by the posts of the American Leglon
with approprinte exercises on Wash
Ington’s birthiday, In expression of the |
French government's appréclation of

I R

the supreme saerifice made by lhoﬂ!'
men. L — e h
The principal figure of the group

symhbaolizes the soul and spleit of the
Ameriean army which helped Fronee to |
muintain allve the flame of the torch
of liherty and Justice,

The sword Is not Iln the seabhard buot
rendy At any moment to protect and
stanchly defend the weak and op- |

OO AR 01

prt'ssml, who are symbolized in the
group to the left by a mother holding
her baby to her bhreast, and to Insurs

Certificate Presented to the
Americans.

Kin of

of the kneeling boy, praving and thank |
Ing Gad for deliverance |

At the right, the figure of & man, '
symnholizes the
spririt of evil nud the victory over our |
enemles Aldn st the rght, rrowning
the spirit of Amerten. stands “Glory” |
who relolees with the old war velernn,
stonding to the left of the prinelpal
figure, symbalizing the armies, who are
nlwavs rendy to Aght for the good of

Universanl fume is symbollzed by the |
over the group, !

Stntea

engle, !
witches
wenlonsly and stands ready to swoop In |
rnse enemies agaln endeavor to disturb
The penee of the world, so dearly ae- |
il red

The entire group 1s framed by a bor
iler of oak and Inurel leaves which are

the nlted

participnted The Ameriean

At the foot of the cenotuph the flags
of Franee and Ameriea are draped and
joltnd together by & wreath, which Is/
thee mnrk of gratitgde and homage
which France pays to our sonsa who
guve thelr lives for liherty and Justice

The NMnes smgraved on the wall bes |
hinid the group are taken from one of |
Vietor Hugo's poems, and when trans
L) rend, “Thoase who died ploasly
for thelr country, have the right that/
al thelr graves, people come to)
pray.”

LT

Humming hrde are not found out-
VWestern hemlsphere, [
1
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| It’s Easy to Sell Anything—If

" You will set a fair price on the article— .
tell the facts about it in a little WANT
AD.—and then give your want the widest
publicity possible by
ALMA RECORD.
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Marriage of First Cousina

First eousine may marry o Alm
bama, Calllornin, Colorado, Connecth
eut, Delagware, Florida, Georgin, Tda
ha, lows, Kentucky, Loulsiana, Malne,
Marylund, Massachusetts, Michigun,
Minnesoty, Mississippl, Montann, Ne
hranekn, New Mexieo, New York, North
("arolinn, Rhode Island, South Caro
ling, Tennessee, Texus, Utah, Ver |
mont, Virginla, West Vieginla and |
Wisennsin,

g
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Don't miss Charles Ray in “The
Clodhopper,” and “lightning Bryce”
at the Strand Monday.—adv,

Sunday.—adv.

Every woman see "Every-

woman.”-—adv.

e
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7. Cheney & Co., Toledo, Oblo.

i i

Charlie Chaplin—Strand Saturday.
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We Still Have a Few

Hay Loaders snd Side
Delivery Rakes

!

Pitchforks, Hand Rakes,
Hay Rope, Harpoon Forks,
Pulleys and
Myers’ Hay Equipment

.MONTIGEL & S

General Hardware and Implements

T s

O O T TR R L LU LU LU L

S
Sl i

OO e A R e

—_ —

3

IIIIlIIIIIIIIIIII_IIiII_IIIIIIIIIIIIII|IIIlllIIIIIIIIIIIIHIII|IIIIIlIIlIII-I_IIIIIIIIIIIIIIllll|III||I|||'|IIIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIIIIIIIlIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlII

FRESH FRUITS

=
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Melons. Vegetables, and Ice Cream

v

ST e

CALIFORNIA FRUITS
MUSK TELONS
PINEAPPLES
ORANGES
LEMONS

And All Other Fruits
in Season

We get the best money can buy—
fresh from the market in carload lots
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ORTINO BROS.

Wholesale and Retail Fruit Store
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